
Photoelectric Sm oke Alarm

ser Guide

0306-7276-03

For 9 Vo lt Battery O perated Sm oke A larm
Thank you for purchasing th is sm oke alarm . It is an im portant part of
your fam ily’s hom e safety p lan. You can trust th is product to provide
the highest quality safety protection. W e know you expect noth ing less
w hen the lives of your fam ily are at stake.
Please take a few m inutes to read th is User G uide and save it for future
reference. Teach children how to respond to the alarm s, and that they
should never p lay w ith the unit.

ATTEN TIO N : Please take a few m inutes to thoroughly read th is User guide
w hich should be saved for future reference and passed on to any subsequent
ow ner.
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D o not try to repair the sm oke alarm yourse lf . Refer to the instructions in
Section 9 for serv ice .

W A RN IN G ! UNIT W ILL NO T ATTAC H TO M O UNTING PLATE UNLESS BATTERY IS
PRESENT. REM O VAL O F BATTERY W ILL RENDER THE SM O KE ALARM INO PERATIVE.

IM PO RTA N T! READ ALL INSTRUC TIO NS BEFO RE INSTALLATIO N AND KEEP TH IS USER
G UIDE NEAR THE ALARM FO R FUTURE REFERENC E.

IM PO RTA N T: ADDITIO NAL M ARKING S C AN BE FO UND O N BAC K O F THE ALARM .

CONTENTS OF THIS USER GUIDE

1 - - RECO M M EN D ED LO CATIO N S FO R SM O K E A LA RM S

2 - - LO CATIO N S TO AV O ID

3 - - IN STA LLATIO N IN STRU CTIO N S

4 - - O PERATIO N A N D TESTIN G

5 - - H U SH CO N TRO L FEATU RE

6 - - M A IN TEN A N CE

7 - - LIM ITATIO N S O F SM O K E A LA RM S

8 - - G O O D SA FETY H A BITS

9 - - W A RRA N TY /SERV ICE

!
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1. RECOM M ENDED LOCATIONS FOR ALARM S
• Locate the first alarm in the im m ediate area of the sleeping room s. Try to protect the

exit path as the sleeping room s are usually farthest from the exit. If m ore than one
sleeping area exists, locate additional alarm s in each sleeping area.

• Locate additional alarm s to protect any stairw ay as stairw ays act like chim neys for
sm oke and heat.

• Locate at least one alarm on every floor level.

• Locate an alarm in every sleeping room .

• Locate an alarm in every room w here electrical appliances are operated (i.e. portable
heaters or hum idif iers).

• Locate an alarm in every room w here som eone sleeps w ith the door closed. The closed
door m ay prevent the alarm from w aking the sleeper.

• Sm oke, heat and com bustion products rise to the ceiling and spread horizontally.
M ounting the sm oke alarm on the ceiling in the centre of the room places it closest to
all points in the room . C eiling m ounting is preferred in ord inary residential construction.

• W hen m ounting an alarm on the ceiling, locate it at a m inim um of 10cm (4") from the
side w all (see D iagram "A").

• For w all m ounting, use an interior w all and place the top edge of the alarm at least
10cm (4") and not m ore than 30.5cm (12") from the ceiling.

• Install sm oke alarm s on sloped, peaked or cathedral ceilings at or w ith in 0.9m
(3ft) of the highest point (m easured horizontally). Sm oke alarm s in room s w ith
ceiling slopes greater than 0.3m in 2.4m (1 foot in 8 feet) horizontally shall be
located on the high side of the room . A row of detectors shall be spaced and
located w ith in 0.9m (3ft) of the peak of the ceiling m easured horizontally.(see
D IAG RAM "C ")

• Put sm oke alarm s at both ends of a bedroom hallw ay or large room if the
hallw ay or room is m ore than 9.1m (30 feet) long.

• Install Sm oke A larm s on tray-shaped ceilings (coffered ceilings) on the highest
portion of the ceiling or on the sloped portion of the ceiling w ith in 12”
(305m m ) vertically dow n from the highest point (see D IAG RAM "D").

M obile H om e Insta llation

M odern m obile hom es have been designed and built to be energy efficient. Install
sm oke alarm s as recom m ended above (refer to D IAG RAM A and C ). In older m obile
hom es that are not w ell insu lated com pared to present standards, extrem e heat or
cold can be transferred from the outside to the inside through poorly insu lated
w alls and roof. Th is m ay create a therm al barrier w hich can prevent the sm oke
from reaching an alarm m ounted on the ceiling. In such units, install the sm oke
alarm on an inside w all w ith the top edge of the alarm at a m inim um of 10cm and
a m axim um of 30.5cm below the ceiling (see D IAG RAM A).

If you are not sure about the insu lation in your m obile hom e, or if you notice that
the outer w alls and ceiling are either hot or cold, install the alarm on an inside w all.
For m in im um protection, install at least one alarm close to the sleeping room s. For
additional protection, see SING LE FLO O R PLAN in D IAG RAM B.

W A RNING : Test your sm oke alarm operation af ter RV or m obile hom e has
been in storage, before each trip and at least once a w eek during use.

!
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2. LOCATIONS TO AVOID
• In the garage. Products of com bustion are present w hen you start your car.

• In front of forced air supply ducts used for heating and air conditioning, near
ceiling fans,or other high air flow areas.

• Less than 10cm (4”) from the peak of an ‘A’ fram e type ceiling.

• In an area w here the tem perature m ay fall below 0°C or rise above 40°C such as
garages and unfin ished attics; th is should also include electrical boxes exposed to
these environm ents..

• In dusty areas. Dust particles m ay cause nuisance alarm or failure to alarm .

• In very hum id areas. M oisture or steam can cause nuisance alarm s.

• In areas w here the Relative Hum idity (RH) is above 93% .

• Do not install w here the ventilation openings in the unit could be im peded by
item s such as new spapers, table-cloths, curtains, etc.

• Near fluorescent lights. Electronic “noise” m ay cause nuisance alarm s.

• In insect infested areas

BEDROOM
KITCHEN

BEDROOM BEDROOM

LIVING ROOM BEDROOM

SINGLE FLOOR PLAN

BEDROOM

MULTI FLOOR PLAN

BEDROOMHall

KITCHEN
LIVING
ROOM

BASSMENT

Smoke Alarms for Minimum Protection
Smoke Alarms for Maximum Protection
Smoke Alarms with “HUS H” Control

DIAGRAM “B”
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CEILING

6”
(15cm)

MINIMUM

4”
(10cm)

MINIMUM

12”
(30.5 cm)

MAXIMUM

NEVER HERE

BEST HERE

DEAD
AIR

SPACE

SIDE WALL

A N Y W H ERE A LO N G
TH IS BO LD SU RFA CE

12”
(300mm)

DIAGRAM “C”

DIAGRAM “D”

0306-7276-02_DY29_UK_1030002_V3:_  2023.3.2  3:06 AM  Page 4



0306-7276-02_DY29_UK_1030002_V3:_  2023.3.2  3:06 AM  Page 4

• Sm oke alarm s should not be installed w ithin 0.9m (3ft) of the follow ing: the door to
a kitchen, the door to a bathroom containing a tub or show er, ceiling or w hole
house ventilating fans or other high air flow areas..

• K itchens: Norm al cooking m ay cause nuisance alarm s. If a kitchen alarm is desired, it
should have an alarm silence feature or be a photoelectric type.

• Sm oke alarm s are not to be used w ith detector guards unless the com bination
(alarm and guard) has been evaluated and found suitable for that purpose.

W A RNING : To reduce the risk of fire or electric shock, do not expose this apparatus
to rain or m oisture.

3. INSTALLATION INSTRUCTION
CA U TIO N : TH IS U N IT IS SEA LED . TH E CO V ER IS N O T REM O VA BLE!

1). Rem ove the m ounting plate from the back of the alarm by hold ing the m ounting
plate and tw ist the alarm in the direction indicated by the “REM O VE” arrow see
Figure 4.

2). To ensure aesthetic alignm ent of the alarm w ith the hallw ay, the “A” line on the
m ounting plate should be parallel w ith the hallw ay w hen ceiling m ounting.

3). A fter selecting the proper sm oke alarm location as described in Section 1, attach the
m ounting plate to the ceiling as show n in Figure 1. Use the screw s and anchors
provided to secure the m ounting plate.For w all m ounting, see FIG URE 2. Be sure to
turn the text "UP" and the arrow up.

4). W hen installing the battery, press the battery rem inder finger dow n into the battery
com partm ent and install the battery (see Figure 3).

C AUT IO N!  IF TH E BAT TERY  REM INDE R FIN GER  IS NO T H ELD  DO W N IN THE
BATT ERY  C OM PA RT M E NT BY  THE  BATT ERY , THE  UN IT  W ILL NO T ATT AC H T O
TH E M O UNT IN G BRAC K ET.

5). A lignm ent m arks are provided on the edge of the trim  p late and the alarm . A fter
installing the m ounting p late, p lace the alarm  on the m ounting p late w ith the
alignm ent m arks lined up. Tw ist the alarm  in  the d irection ind icated by the “O N”
arrow  on the alarm  cover (see Figure 4) until it locks in  p lace.

6). Tam per Resist Feature: To m ake your sm oke alarm  tam per resistant, a tam per resist
feature has been provided. Activate the tam per resist feature by breaking out the
block in  the trim  ring (see Figure 5). W hen the b locks are broken out, the tam per
resist tab is allow ed to engage the m ounting bracket. Rotate the alarm  onto the
m ounting bracket until you hear the tam per resist tab snap into p lace, locking the
alarm  on the m ounting bracket. Using the tam per resist feature w ill help  to deter
ch ildren and others from  rem oving the alarm  from  bracket. NO TE: To rem ove the
alarm  w hen the tam per resist tab is engaged, press dow n on the tam per resist tab
w ith a screw driver, and rotate the alarm  off of the bracket (see Figure 6).

CA U TIO N ! EA RLY  W A RN IN G  FIRE D ETECTIO N  IS  BEST A CH IEV ED  BY  TH E
IN STA LLATIO N  O F FIRE D ETECTIO N  EQ U IPM EN T IN  A LL RO O M S A N D  A REA S O F
TH E H O U SEH O LD  A S FO LLO W S:

A  SM O K E A LA RM  IN STA LLED  IN  EA CH  SEPA RATE SLEEPIN G  A REA  (see  D IA G RA M
" B"  and  " RECO M M EN D ED  LO CATIO N S FO R A LA RM S" ) A N D  H EAT O R SM O K E
A LA RM S IN  TH E LIV IN G  RO O M , D IN IN G  RO O M , K ITCH EN , H A LLW AY S, ATTIC ,
BO ILER RO O M , CLO SETS, U TILITY  STO RA G E RO O M , CELLA R, A N D  ATTA CH ED
G A RA G E.

!

!

!

!
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4.OPERATION AND TESTING
O PERATIO N: The sm oke alarm  is operating once a fresh battery is installed and testing
is com plete. W hen products of com bustion are sensed, the unit sounds a loud 85db
pulsating alarm  until the air is cleared.

FLASH ING  LED  LIG HT: Th is sm oke alarm  is equipped w ith a f lash ing red indicator light.
The light is located above the test button and w ill f lash every 5 m inutes to ind icate
that the sm oke alarm  is operating. During sm oke alarm  (and during the testing alarm
pattern), the LED  w ill f lash every second.

FAULT O R END O F LIFE SIG NALS:  The alarm  w ill ch irp  3 tim es every 40 seconds to
indicate a fau lt, or signal end of life of the alarm  at 10 years.  In  both of these cases,
the alarm  should be rep laced. In  the event of low  battery, the alarm  w ill ch irp  once
every 40 seconds.

TESTING : Test by pushing the test button on the cover and hold ing it dow n for a
m in im um  of 5 seconds. Th is w ill sound the alarm  if the electronic circu itry, horn and
battery are w orking. If no alarm  sounds, the unit has a defective battery or other
failure.

The alarm  sequence is 3 long beeps, pause, 3 long beeps.

TEST TH E A LA RM  W EEK LY  TO  EN SU RE PRO PER O PERATIO N . Erratic or low  sound
com ing from  your alarm  m ay ind icate a defective alarm  that should be returned for
service. 

N O TE :  If  at any tim e your alarm  fails to  operate correctly (erratic or low  sound, for
exam ple), contact K idde Safety (see Section 9).

NEVER USE AN O PEN FLAM E O R C O M BUSTIBLE M ATERIALS TO  TEST YO UR ALARM ,
YO U C O ULD DAM AG E THE ALARM  O R IG NITE NEARBY M ATERIALS AND START A
STRUC TURE FIRE.  

Sm oke alarm s are designed to m in im ize nuisance alarm s. C igarette sm oke w ill not
norm ally set off the alarm , unless the sm oke is b low n d irectly into the alarm .
C om bustion particles from  cooking m ay set off the alarm  if the alarm  is located close
to the cooking area. Large quantities of com bustib le particles are generated from
spills or w hen bro iling. Using the fan on a range hood w hich vents to the outside
(non-recircu lating type) w ill also help rem ove these com bustib le products from  the
kitchen.

M odel DY29 has a HUSH contro l that is extrem ely usefu l in  a kitchen area or other
areas prone to nuisance alarm s. For m ore inform ation refer to  Section 5, Hush C ontro l
Feature.

If the alarm  does sound, check for f ires f irst. If  a f ire is d iscovered, get out of the
build ing and call the f ire departm ent. If  no fire is present, check to see if one of the
reasons listed in  Section 2 m ay have caused the alarm .
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5. HUSH CONTROL FEATURE
The Hush button is extrem ely useful in a kitchen area or other areas prone to nuisance
alarm s. The Hush feature has the capability of tem porarily desensitizing the sm oke
alarm  circuit for about 9 m inutes. This feature should only be used w hen a know n
alarm  condition, such as sm oke from  cooking, activates the alarm . If the alarm  does
sound, check for fires first. If a fire is d iscovered, get out and call the fire departm ent.
If no fire is present, check to see if one of the reasons listed in Locations to Avoid m ay
have caused the alarm . The sm oke alarm  is desensitized by pushing the Hush button
on the sm oke alarm  cover. If the sm oke is not too dense, the alarm  w ill silence
im m ediately for approxim ately 9 m inutes. The LED w ill flash every 10 seconds during
the 9 m inute hush. This indicates that the alarm  is in a tem porarily desensitized
condition. The sm oke alarm  w ill autom atically reset after approxim ately 9 m inutes.
If after th is period particles of com bustion are still present, the alarm  w ill sound again.
The Hush feature can be used repeatedly until the air has been cleared of the
condition causing the alarm . Pushing the Test button on the alarm  w ill end the Hush
period. 
IF THERE IS ANY Q UESTIO N AS TO  THE C AUSE O F AN ALARM , IT SHO ULD BE
ASSUM ED THAT THE ALARM  IS DUE TO  AN AC TUAL FIRE AND THE DW ELLING
SHO ULD BE EVAC UATED IM M EDIATELY.
NO TE: D ENSE SM O KE W ILL O VERRID E TH E H USH CO NTRO L FEATURE A ND
SO UND  A  CO NTINUO U S A LA RM .

CA UTIO N: BEFO RE USING  TH E A LA RM  SM A RT H USH FEATURE.  ID ENTIFY
TH E SO URCE O F TH E SM O KE A ND  BE CERTA IN  A  SA FE CO ND ITIO N EX ISTS.

6.M AINTENANCE
BATTERY  REPLA CEM EN T
If  tam per resist has been used, refer to  Figure 6 in  Section 3 for alarm  rem oval
instructions.

W A RN IN G : Alarm  w ill not attach to m ounting bracket unless battery is installed.
Rem oval of battery w ill render the unit inoperative.

To replace the battery, rem ove the alarm  from  the m ounting p late by rotating the
alarm  in  the d irection of the “O FF” arrow  on the cover (see Section 3, Figure 4).

The Sm oke A larm  is pow ered by a 9V alkaline battery. A  fresh battery should last for
a m in im um  of 5 years under norm al operating conditions. Th is alarm  has a low
battery m onitor circu it that w ill cause the alarm  to “chirp” approxim ately every 30-
40 seconds for a m in im um  of th irty (30) days w hen the battery gets low. Replace the
battery w hen th is condition occurs. Be sure to push the test button to confirm  proper
operation after rep lacing the battery. W hen the alarm  is in  low  battery condition,
pressing the hush button w ill silence it for 8 hours.

U SE O N LY  TH E FO LLO W IN G  9  V O LT BATTERIES FO R SM O K E A LA RM
REPLA CEM EN T

Alkaline Type: G O LD PEAK  1604A  
DURAC ELL M N 1604
VARTA 9V H IG H ENERG Y

N O TE: D o  not u se  lith ium  batteries in  th is un it.
N O TE: W EEK LY  TESTIN G  IS  REQ U IRED .

THE C RO SSED-O UT W HEELED  BIN SYM BO L IND IC ATES THAT BATTERIES
SHO ULD BE D ISPO SED O F SEPARATELY  FRO M  HO USEHO LD W ASTE.

!

!
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W A RN IN G ! U SE O N LY  TH E BATTERIES SPECIFIED . U SE O F D IFFEREN T
BATTERIES M AY  H AV E A  D ETRIM EN TA L EFFECT O N  TH E SM O K E A LA RM .  

N O TE: C O NSTANT EXPO SURES TO  EXTREM E TEM PERATURES O R HUM ID ITY  M AY
REDUC E BATTERY  LIFE.

CLEA N IN G  Y O U R A LA RM  

Y O U R A LA RM  SH O U LD  BE CLEA N ED  AT LEA ST O N CE A  Y EA R

To clean your alarm , rem ove it from  the m ounting bracket as outlined in  the
beginning of th is section. You can clean the interior of your alarm  (sensing cham ber)
by using your vacuum  cleaner hose and vacuum ing through the openings around the
perim eter of the alarm . The outside of the alarm  can be w iped w ith a dam p cloth.
A fter cleaning, reinstall your alarm . Test your alarm  by using the test button.

7. LIM ITATIONS OF SM OKE ALARM S
W A RN IN G : PLEASE READ C AREFULLY  AND THO RO UG HLY

• Fire-w arning equipm ent for residential occupancies are capable of protecting
about half of the occupants in potentially fatal fires. V ictim s are often intim ate
w ith the fire, too old or too young, or physically or m entally im paired such that
they cannot escape even w hen w arned early enough that escape should be
possible. For these people, other strategies such as protection-in-place or assisted
escape or rescue w ould be necessary.

• Leading authorities recom m end that both ionisation and photoelectric sm oke
alarm s be installed to help insure m axim um  detection of the various types of fires
that can occur w ithin the hom e. Ionisation sensing alarm s m ay detect invisib le fire
particles (associated w ith fast flam ing fires) sooner than photoelectric alarm s.
Photoelectric sensing alarm s m ay detect visib le fire particles (associated w ith slow
sm oldering fires) sooner than ionisation alarm s.

• A battery pow ered alarm  m ust have a battery of the specified type, in good
condition and installed properly.

• Storage and Transport C onditions: -20° C  to +60° C , 5-95% RH (non-condensing)

• Sm oke alarm s m ust be tested regularly to m ake sure the batteries and the alarm
circuits are in good operating condition.

• Sm oke alarm s cannot provide an alarm  if sm oke does not reach the alarm .
Therefore, sm oke alarm s m ay not sense fires starting in chim neys, w alls, on roofs,
on the other side of a closed door or on a different floor.

• If the alarm  is located outside the sleeping room  or on a different floor, it m ay not
w ake up a sound sleeper.

• The use of alcohol or drugs m ay also im pair one’s ability to hear the sm oke
alarm . For m axim um  protection, a sm oke alarm  should be installed in each
sleeping area on every level of a hom e.

• A lthough sm oke alarm s can help save lives by providing an early w arning of a
fire, they are not a substitute for an insurance policy. Hom e ow ners and renters
should have adequate insurance to protect their lives and property

!

!
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8. GOOD SAFETY  HABITS
D EVELO P A ND  PRA CTICE A  PLA N O F ESCA PE
• M ake a floor plan indicating all doors and w indow s and at least tw o (2) escape

routes from  each room . Second story w indow s m ay need a rope or chain ladder. 

• Have a fam ily m eeting and discuss your escape plan, show ing everyone w hat to do
in case of fire.

• Determ ine a place outside your hom e w here you all can m eet if a fire occurs.

• Fam iliarize everyone w ith the sound of the sm oke alarm  and train them  to leave
your hom e w hen they hear it

• Practice a fire drill at least every six m onths, including fire drills at n ight. Ensure
that sm all children hear the alarm  and w ake w hen it sounds. They m ust w ake up
in order to execute the escape plan. Practice allow s all occupants to test your plan
before an em ergency. You m ay not be able to reach your children. It is im portant
they know  w hat to do.

• Install and m aintain fire extinguishers on every level of the hom e and in the
kitchen, basem ent and garage. Know  how  to use a fire extinguisher prior to an
em ergency.

• C urrent studies have show n sm oke alarm s m ay not aw aken all sleeping individuals,
and that it is the responsibility of individuals in the household that are capable of
assisting others to provide assistance to those w ho m ay not be aw akened by the
alarm  sound, or to those w ho m ay be incapable of safely evacuating the area
unassisted.

There are situations w here a sm oke alarm  m ay not be effective to protect
against fire. For instance:

- Sm oking in bed.
- Leaving children unsupervised.
- C leaning w ith flam m able liquids, such as gasoline.
- Fires w here the victim  is intim ate w ith a flam ing in itiated fire; for exam ple, w hen

a person's clothes catch fire w hile cooking.
- Fires w here the sm oke is prevented from  reaching the detector due to a closed

door or other obstruction.
- Incendiary fires w here the fire grow s so rapidly that an occupant's egress is

blocked even w ith properly located detectors
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9. WARRANTY/SERVICE

FIVE  YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY
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KIDDE warrants to the original purchaser that the enclosed alarm (but not the 
battery) will be free from defects in material and workmanship or design under 
normal use and service for a period of five years from the date of purchase. The 
obligation of KIDDE under this warranty is limited to repairing or replacing the 
alarm or any part which we find to be defective in material, workmanship or design 
(part replacement only, no installation), free of charge to the customer, upon 
presentation of the proof purchase.
This warranty shall not apply to the alarm if it has been damaged, modified, abused 
or altered after the date of purchase or if it fails to operate due to improper 
maintenance or inadequate A.C. or D.C. electrical power.

THE LIABILITY OF KIDDE OR ANY OF ITS PARENT OR SUBSIDIARY CORPORATIONS 
ARISING FROM THE SALE OF THIS  ALARM OR UNDER THE TERMS OF THIS 
LIMITED WARRANTY SHALL NOT IN ANY CASE EXCEED THE COST OF 
REPLACEMENT OF ALARM AND, IN NO CASE, SHALL KIDDE OR ANY OF ITS 
PARENT OR SUBSIDIARY CORPORATIONS BE LIABLE FOR CONSEQUENTIAL LOSS 
OR DAMAGES RESULTING FROM THE FAILURE OF THE ALARM OR FOR BREACH 
OF THIS OR ANY OTHER WARRANTY, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, EVEN IF THE LOSS OR 
DAMAGE IS CAUSED BY THE COMPANY’S NEGLIGENCE OR FAULT.

This warranty does not affect your statutory rights.

To make a claim
If a defect in the product appears within the time frame stated, you are entitled to 
submit a warranty claim by returning your product to KIDDE. For return address 
please contact KIDDE on the telephone numbers provided below or via the latest 
contact details given on our website.
When returning the product, please ensure it is properly packaged so that no 
damage occurs during transit. Any postage and packaging expenses required to 
return the product to KIDDE or its authorised agents will be at your cost.
Please provide the original or a copy of the proof of purchase. Also, please make 
sure you have included an explanation of the problem.

M anufactured By:
W alter K idde Portable Equipm ent
1016 C orporate Park D rive, M ebane, NC  27302, USA

UK D istrbuter:
Kidde Safety Europe Ltd
3000 Hillswood Drive
Chertsey KT16 ORS UK

Freephone (UK ) 0800 917 0722; (Ireland) 1 800 818 601
Internet: w w w.kiddesafetyeurope.co.uk
M ade in  C hina

EU Authorised Representative:
KGS Fire & Security B.V.
Kelvinstraat 7, 6003 DH W eert, NL
©2025 Kidde. A ll Rights Reserved.


